
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

2/8-2/9-Nigeria United Methodist Partnership Rally, Camp Sumatanga   2/23-Basic Lay Speaking Class-9:00am-6:00pm, District 
2/11-Circuit Riders Meeting, Western Sizzlin & District Office                        Office 
2/16-Youth & Young Adult Gathering-10:00am, Sumatanga 
2/16-UMW Leadership Training, Christ Central 
2/19-Bishop Wallace Padgett will Preach at Gadsden First, 6:30pm, see pg 12 

B U S I N E S S  N A M E  
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Lenten/Easter Series Classes 
 

We will be offering Sermon Studies each Thursday morning from 9:00 until 10:30 from February 14 through 
March 7. We will be focusing on Isaiah 53 and a four part series entitled “The Rejection of Christ.” All pastors 
are invited to sign up. We will take the first 20 who register. I look forward to spending this time with you. 

 

Bishop in District to Train SPRC 
 

All Full-Time Pastor’s and SPRC Chairs and as many members of each church’s SPRC that will attend are 
invited to a training day with Bishop Debbie Wallace-Padgett on February 12, 2013 from 6:30-8:30 at Christ 
Central UMC in Rainbow City. Our Bishop wants to discuss her philosophy on making appointments, the ad-
vantage to long term appointments, and the role of the SPRC throughout the year. We hope every church 
brings as many of their SPRC as possible to this important meeting. There will be a meeting for Part-Time 

Clergy and their SPRC teams at a later date. 
 

Romans Bible Study 
 

Beginning March 4, 2013 there will be a Bible Study on the Book of Romans each Monday morning at 9:00. 

Everyone is welcome. This will be an old fashion verse by verse study. I hope to see many of you here at the 

District Office as we study the Word together.  We will take the first 20 who register.  Call Amy at the District 

Office. 

Basic Lay Speaking Course 

Basic Lay Speaking Course will be February 23, 2013, at the District Office.  Please think about who you 

want to participate in this class and get them registered.  The cost is only $10.00 and that covers the book, lit-

erature, lunch and a snack.  The class will begin at 9:00am and end at 6:00pm.   The registration form is inside 

the Newsletter or call the District Office. 

 

Robin 

This and That as We Head into 2013 
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Youth and Young Adult Gathering 
 

Last year we gathered two Key Lay Persons from each congregation at Camp  

Sumatanga for vision casting.  It was a great day of sharing, listening and hope for 

the future of our District.  This year we want to do a similar event but this time 

with the emphasis being on youth and young adults. 

 

Everywhere I go I hear the same thing, we need more young families in our 

church; we have no youth; where have all the young people gone?  How important 

is it that our youth and young adults hear and answer God’s call upon their lives?  

Well if they do not our churches will die but even more importantly so will our 

families and communities and our nation. 

 

So on February 16, 2013 we will gather at Sumatanga at 10:00am for conversa-

tion, vision casting, a meal and most important an opportunity to hear from our 

young people.  I am asking that every pastor/youth director bring two young  

people to the Camp.  Two persons between the ages of 16 and 25 that you have 

discerned may have God’s call upon their lives, not necessarily or exclusively as 

ordained pastors but also as faithful lay persons, future children’s directors, youth 

workers and mission leaders.  I want to talk to them about God’s call upon all of 

our lives and I want to listen to them so that we can learn together what this  

generation is looking for as they try to connect with their creator.  

 

Pastor’s I believe even if you do not have someone to bring this will be an impor-

tant moment as we MUST learn how to reach this generation.  So please RSVP by 

Feb 8, 2013.  If we do not hear from you we will be calling to see why you are  

going to miss such an important gathering.  Pastor’s if you cannot be there send 

an associate, your Lay Leader or someone to represent your church.   

 

Join me now in prayer that God will reveal to us what we need to be about to  

insure the future of His church and to answer our daily prayer that the Kingdom 

would be on Earth even what it is in Heaven. 

 

Robin 
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MOUNTAIN LAKES DISTRICT 

BASIC LAY SPEAKING 

MINISTRIES TRAINING 

EVENT 

 

FEBRUARY 23,  2013 

 
Place:  District Office 

Time:  9:00am till 6:00pm 

Registration Fee:  $10.00 

Call and make your reservation now: (Room Limited) 

Fee includes snack, lunch, book and literature. 

(Coffee will be ready at 8:30am) 

  

Please mail check to Mountain Lakes District Office 

2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Attach with check: 

Name______________________________________________ 

Church_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/St/Zip__________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________________________ 

Cell Phone___________________________________________ 
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The United Methodist Church is connectional.  What does it mean to be connectional?  For 
many it just means we pay our apportionments or if you are in the Mountain Lakes District our 
tithe to the Conference.   It plays a major part in clergy ap-
pointment system and through our connectional ministries we 
can be in mission around the  world.  But the connection can 
be closer to home.  On  
January 6, approximately 25 members of Gadsden 1st  
UMC (including the Senior Pastor and Associate) went to a 
sister church, Alabama City UMC to help with some mainte-
nance items the small congregation were unable to do on their 
own.  Storage rooms were cleaned out, old carpet removed, 
walls painted, and a wall knocked down. These efforts resulted 
in a fresh look for many of the spaces within the church.  The 
youth that came to help have volunteered to come to Alabama City one Sunday in February, so 

that their youth band can lead music there. This is only the begin-
ning, as Gadsden 1st and Alabama City UMC have plans to work 
together with other churches in the Gadsden area for a service day 

on Pentecost Sunday.  They will be joining forces to reach out 

into the community. The members of Alabama City UMC are 

grateful for all the help they received from Gadsden 1st and are                   

excited about this joint ministry venture. 

                                                                  

ALABAMA CITY 

AND  

GADSDEN FIRST 

WORKING  

TOGETHER!!! 
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Churches Provide A Night Off for Caregivers of Special Needs Children  

Most parents take for granted one of God’s greatest blessings, healthy children. Healthy children do not require 
special care and attention 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Some parents have a much different situation with 
their children who have “special needs.”  
Amy Maroney explained that special needs children require continuous care. Whether the needs be behavior, 
seizures or a host of other conditions such as Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy, Down ’s Syndrome, Autism 
and other such physical disorders demand and consume much of a caregiver’s time. Special care such as tube 
feedings and constant supervision are sometimes required. In many cases, this special care can only be provided 
by the parents due to family situations such as aging parents, no family members in town, etc.. According to par-
ents and families who provide daily care – sometimes, around the clock time – the work load, in addition to the 
needs of siblings and other family members, can prove to be very burdensome. 
Two local churches have stepped into the forefront of helping families enjoy what the military calls “R & R”—
rest and relaxation. Although the “time-out” is brief, it is a welcome relief for caregiver’s to have time for them-
selves…shopping, a restaurant dinner, or, as one harried mother said…”just to have some time to myself even if 
it’s only for a short time.” 

 Maroney of “Central Friends” at Christ Central Church in Rainbow City says she knows their ministry places 

people of the box “but at times we as Christians are called to be outside the box. If you could only see what it 

means for the caregivers to have someone to give them a break and love their “babies.”” 

In 2000 a group of 10 friends at Bellevue United Methodist Church began a social ministry called “Circle of 

Friends.” The program meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday from 5 – 7 pm in the church’s Fellowship Hall. 

“It’s a special time for our physically and mentally challenged friends in group homes in Etowah County,” said 

Cathy Ledbetter. “We provide a delicious meal and fun-filled entertainment with interactive singing, the 

“balloon man” or various other activities such as cheerleaders, dance lines and individual or group performers 

who want to tithe more of their time.” 

Ledbetter said that during the spring, the Pilot club has a month of “doing it all” from the meal to the entertain-
ment. “In the fall, our clients experience a “Fall Festival” with games and at Christmas we have a party with the 
singing of favorite carols and everyone receives a small gift.” 
At Christ Central Church, the emphasis is on younger children, from three to eight years of age. Realizing the 
strain on families, Maroney, in 2006, helped organize a Respite (defined as a time of rest or relief) Care ministry 
designed to provide care to special needs children and their siblings once a month for four hours. “ 
She said that it’s a time for parents of special needs children to bring their children to spend time with others 
that care for them and love them so that their parent(s) may go see a movie, go grocery shopping, eat dinner out, 
rest, or spend time doing things with their other children that they cannot normally do. 
In addition to the several adults who work with these “Friends” ministries, both groups have a number of chil-
dren and teens to also participate in the monthly programs. At Bellevue, Girl Scouts earn “volunteer hours” for 
badges. Ledbetter says that everyone who visits or helps out, whatever the reason, seems to enjoy watching our 
clients enjoy themselves as well as the interaction with our clients.”  
Recently, Maroney reported that the program at CCC was GROWING!  but experiencing “growing pains of a 
different sort – “For the first time, last month we had to turn away a couple of our Central Friends due to a lack 
of volunteers and for the safety of all concerned; the children left devastated and in tears.” Yes, volunteer help is 
needed at both programs. 
Both Ledbetter and Maroney  ask that readers be prayerful about these ministries and sharing your love and time 
with God’s special gifts.  Extra helper friends and financial offerings are encouraged for both the Circle of 
Friends at Bellevue UMC and Christ Central Church (UMC).   

The phone number at Bellevue: 256-547-0201; Christ Central Church: 256-442-6255.(This article was written by 
Harry Butler and was Published in The Gadsden Times on December 22, 2012) Permission granted for reprint by Executive Editor. 

grateful for all the help they received from Gadsden 1st and are                                                                
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Dr. James A. Hood, a Gadsden native and Civil Rights legend dies 
 

Dr. James A. Hood, one of the first African Americans to enroll in the University of Alabama, died on Thurs-
day, January 17 at his residence in Gadsden.  Hood grew-up at Gadsden’s Sweet Home United Methodist 
Church as an altar boy under the leadership of The Rev. L.G. Fields.  It was at Sweet Home that Dr. Hood was 
first inspired to achieve an education beyond high school.  He first attended Clark College, a United Method-
ist related institution in Atlanta, before enrolling at the University of Alabama on June 11, 1963.  Due to fam-
ily and personal issues, Hood transferred to Wayne State University to earn an undergraduate degree.  He 
went on to earn a master’s degree from Michigan State University and to begin a career in education.  In 1997, 
Hood returned to the University of Alabama to complete his doctoral degree. 
 
A “Celebration of Life” for Dr. James Hood was held at First United Methodist Church in Gadsden on Thurs-
day, January 24, with The Rev. Dedric Cowser, pastor of Sweet Home United Methodist Church officiating. 
 

“One person can make a difference 
if that person is committed to making a difference.” 

—James Hood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture: Rev. Cowser presenting an award to Dr. Hood at a banquet in his honor in 2011.  
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The United Methodist Men 
 
 
 

     The United Methodist Men will meet at 6PM on March 21, 2013, at St Paul UMC in 
Boaz.  Judge Will Clay will be the speaker.  The address of the church is 125 College 
Avenue, Boaz, AL 35957.  The church is across the street from Snead State Jr. Col-
lege.  If you have questions, you can email Jeff Bevin Prince at  
jeffbevinprince@bellsouth.net. 
 
God Bless, 
Jeff Bevin Prince 
 

 

St. Paul UMC (Fort Payne) 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

This was our first year filling up shoes boxes for Operation Christmas Child. I was planning 
on us gathering enough things to fill up one box for a boy and one box for a girl. We ended 
up with 7 boxes and I was just blown away. These children did an awesome job! They 
range in ages from 5-8 right. 

Jennifer 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 9 Mountain Lakes News 

 

The United Methodist Women 
 

     The New Year is here and resolutions have been made.   The new resolution for the Moun-
tain Lakes District United Methodist Women is that we reach out to other women in our  
community and reach our mission goal.  At this time we have only received 18 list of officers 
from the over 100 churches in our district.  We can do better.  United Methodist Women have 
been involved in missions since the late 1800’s and started with six women.  We cannot let our 
heritage be forgotten. 
 
     Our mission tasks are listed in our Purpose: 
 
     The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 
PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through  
participation in the global ministries of the church. 
 
      On February 16th, 2013, we will have Leadership Training at Christ Central Church in 
Rainbow City, Alabama.  We will focus on the President, Vice President, Secretary and  
Treasurer.  In each class, there will be a local and district officer.  This is a very important 
training session.  A registration form  is attached and also, child care will be provided if 
needed. 
 
Blessings to you, 
 
Susan Minton  
President Mountain Lakes District 
256-390-0658 

Mountain Lakes Leadership Training Registration 
Christ Central Church 
409 W Grand Ave, Rainbow City, AL 
 
Name:_________________________                         Please mail registration form to: 
                                                                                         Diane Fielder 
Address:_______________________                             1026 Glendale Ave 
                                                                                         Gadsden, AL 35903 
Church:________________________                            (256)490-1061 
 
Office:_________________________ 
 
Child Care:_____________________(ages) 
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Fair Share Remittance—10% Tithe 
 

A Tithe is a Faithful Biblical Response 
People have asked me everywhere I am, “Are we going to be able to keep the “tithe” system here in the Mt. Lakes District?” The an-
swer is yes! We had a very good year as most of our churches were faithful both in promptness and by giving a full tithe. All of our 
churches participated at some level. The first year of this experiment we were short of where we had been in previous years. This year 
we exceeded those levels and will finish the year more than ten percent ahead of last year. We are increasing our grants to local church 
projects from one thousand a month to two thousand a month. It is our goal to put 50% of what the District receives back into local 
churches. So thank you ahead of time for your faithfulness in 2013. If you have been tithing thank you and keep up that faithfulness. If 
you have been giving but not to the level of a tithe then increase that until you reach that fair share gift. And if you have not been par-
ticipating to any significant level please know these gifts are making a difference and we look forward to your full participation! 

 

FAIR SHARE REMITTANCE RECEIPTS FOR DECEMBER 2012 

 
01/02/13 
3006-Asbury (Albertville) $60.00 (Nov) 
3006-Asbury (Albertville) $75.00  
3011-Bellevue $1300.00 (Oct) 
3055-Guntersville First $1490.80 (Nov) (Correction for overpymt) 
3085-New Bethel $79.50 (Nov) 
3106-Samuel’s Chapel $859.00 
3129-Union $110.30 
 

01/07/13 
3004-Antioch (Blount) $179.00 
3009-Attalla First $628.13 (Sept) 
3009-Attalla First $707.96 (Oct) 
3010-Belcher’s Chapel $92.10 
3012-Bethlehem $286.40 
3013-Blanche $226.70 
3016-Bothwell $102.00 
3019-Cedar Bluff $897.95 (Nov) 
3026-Clear Creek $25.00 
3028-Collinsville First $1030.11 
3029-Corbinville $164.19 
3031-Crossville First $2326.00 
3034-Deerman’s Chapel $205.30 
3036-Douglas $178.44 (Nov) 
3037-Dutton $245.97 
3044-Flat Rock $227.30 
3051-Geraldine First $753.49 
3056-Haygood Memorial $429.60 
3058-Henagar $601.30 
3063-Howellton $276.00 
3066-Joppa $161.80 
3067-Julia Street $381.63 (Nov) 
3067-Julia Street $671.10  
3069-King’s Chapel $82.50 
3074-Marvin $117.50 
3076-McNutt Memorial $115.80 
3077-Mentone $221.80 (July) 
3077-Mentone $196.60 (Aug) 
3077-Mentone $339.20 (Sept) 
3077-Mentone $256.10 (Oct) 
3077-Mentone $199.10 (Nov) 
3077-Mentone $455.60 
3078-Miller’s Chapel $122.90 
3081-Mt. Carmel $76.70 

01/07/13, con’t 
3082-Mt High $240.60 
3083-Mt Oak $148.80 
3088-New Oregon $1464.43 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $72.60 (Sept) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $80.20 (Oct) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $78.50 (Nov) 
3089-Nixon’s Chapel $60.90 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $260.00 (Oct) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $147.00 (Nov) 
3094-Pleasant Grove (Horton) $214.00 
3096-Pleasant Hill (Gadsden) $202.00 
3097-Portersville $143.80 
3100-Red Hill $606.20 
3101-Robertson Chapel $460.00 (Nov) 
3101-Robertson Chapel $610.00 
3102-Rock Springs $169.00 (Oct) 
3102-Rock Springs $203.50 (Nov) 
3102-Rock Springs $256.50 
3105-Salem (Cedar Bluff) $243.60 
3107-Sand Rock $319.41 
3108-Section $100.00 
3109-Skirum $925.90 
3111-Snead First $722.46 
3115-Springville First $2563.10 
3116-St Mark’s $429.00 
3117-St Mary’s $189.50 
3121-Steele $1222.46 
3122-Sweet Home $592.58 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville)$659.10 (Nov) 
3127-Turkeytown $195.50 (Nov) 
3127-Turkeytown $250.00 
3131-Union Hill $100.00 
3134-Walnut Grove $246.60 
3137-Webster’s Chapel $460.21 
3138-Wesley’s Chapel $179.60 
3139-Whitehall $256.10 
3141-Whorton Bend $256.30 
3142-The Summit $1784.40 
 



 

01/08/13 
3021-Centre $29.95 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $206.93 
3033-Daniel’s Chapel $105.80 
3036-Douglas $210.81 
3039-Ebenezer (Cedar Bluff) $467.40 
3040-Ebenezer (Hokes Bluff) $222.00 
3041-Fairview (Dawson) $387.53 
3054-Goodsell $100.00 (Nov) 
3054-Goodsell $200.00  
3098-Rainbow City First $2074.36 
3112-Snead Memorial $124.00 
3123-Trinity (Rainsville) $837.00 
3124-Trinity (Ft Payne) $106.00 
3130-Union Chapel $1140.49 
3133-Walker’s Chapel $164.90 
3136-Warrenton $748.80 
(Mailed to Conference Center) 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $62.60 (Nov) 
3110-Smith’s Chapel $264.50 
 

01/09/13 
3055-Guntersville First $14,831.97 
3079-Morton’s Chapel $146.60 
 

01/14/13 
3001-Alabama City $538.50 
3003-Altoona First $1022.42 
3007-Asbury (Ft Payne) $2388.00 
3011-Bellevue $1300.00 (Nov) 
3019-Cedar Bluff First $1704.67 
3023-Chaney’s Chapel $476.20 
3035-Diamond $133.30 (Nov) 
3070-Lester Memorial $9837.51 
3091-Pine Grove (Blount) $35.70 
3099-Red Hill (Guntersville) $62.00 
3114-Southside (Southside)$905.00 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (July) 
3140-Whiton $5300 (Aug) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (Sept) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (Oct) 
3140-Whiton $53.00 (Nov) 
3140-Whiton $53.00  
 

01/15/13 
3009-Attalla First $607.16 (Nov) 
3009-Attalla First $990.76  
3020-Cedar Hill $403.30 
3025-Christ Church $152.60 
3042-Fairview(Centre) $1493.00 
3047-Ft Payne First $7546.47 
3080-Mountain Chapel $225.85 
3087-New Hope $165.00 
3104-Salem $385.70 
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01/17/13 
3002-Albertville First $4851.99 
3005-Antioch(Attalla) $430.98 
3030-Cox’s Chapel $170.00 (Nov) 
3038-East Gadsden $1419.33 
3057-Hebron $368.60 
3092-Pine Grove (Dekalb) $161.40 
 

01/22/13 
3017-Brooklyn $54.00 
3022-Centre First $4971.59 
3027-Collins Chapel $195.00 (Nov) 
3027-Collins Chapel $279.00 
3035-Diamond $185.80 
3048-Fyffe $380.28 
3049-Gadsden First $10,681.30 
3052-Gibb’s Chapel $49.26 
3062-Hokes Bluff $4014.02 
3072-Lusk $244.58 
3085-New Bethel $112.70 
3095-Pleasant Hill (Springville)$234.00 
 

01/23/13 
3065-Ider $335.51 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $398.75 (Nov) 
3075-McCauley’s Chapel $563.27 
3132-Valley Head $301.30 
 

01/24/13 
3014-Blountsville $1897.97 
3059-Henryville $1050.00 (Nov) 
3059-Henryville $1350.00 
3113-Southside (Grant) $169.00 (Oct) 
3113-Southside (Grant) $249.00 (Nov) 
3113-Southside (Grant) $150.00 
3120-St Paul (Ft Payne) $699.06 
 

01/31/13 
3046-Forrest Home $198.60 (Nov) 
3046-Forrest Home $184.11  
3125-Trinity (Gadsden) $279.90 (Sept) 
3125-Trinity (Gadsden) $223.00 (Oct) 
3125-Trinity (Gadsden) $257.10 (Nov) 
3125-Trinity (Gadsden) $290.50 
 
 



We would LOVE to hear from your CHURCH!!!!!!  What has your church celebrated recently? What has your church 
done that you would like to share with others in the Mountain Lakes District?  We want to hear from YOU! PLEASE 
email your notes to amy@mldistrict.org, fax them to 256-546-7407, or mail them to 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 
35904  Thanks! 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT WEBSITE AT 

www.mountainlakesdistrict.org.  We are trying new things weekly.  

If you have things you want on the webpage, call the district office, 

we will get them on there for you! 
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Mountain Lakes District Office of the United Methodist Church, 2804 Wills Creek Rd, Gadsden, AL 35904 
 (256)546-7405, Fax(256)546-7407   rscott@northalabamaumc.org   amy@mldistrict.org    

website:  mountainlakesdistrict.org 
http://www.facebook.com/mldistrict 

 

David Cunningham is available on an as 
needed basis.  You can schedule an ap-
pointment to talk with him at 205-824-
8320. The conference insurance gives 
you 8 FREE Employee Assistance Pro-
gram visits, plus 50 after that at $15.00 
co-pay.  These visits can be used for con-
sultation,  
coaching, etc. .. as well as counseling. 

BISHOP DEBORAH WALLACE-PADGET 

PREACHING ON FEBRUARY 19, 2013 

GADSDEN FIRST UMC, 6:30 
 

We want to welcome all the churches in the Mountain Lakes District for a special wor-
ship service on Tuesday night February 19, 6:30pm, at Gadsden first UMC. The worship ser-
vice is part of our Conference Licensing School, which trains individuals interested in becom-
ing licensed local pastors. This will be an opportunity for those in Licensing School to worship 
together but also grow together in the experience of leading worship. 

Bishop Deborah Wallace-Padgett will be preaching and leading in the service. We will 
have Holy Communion together. While the service is a part of the Licensing School experience 
it is open to all. We hope you will come and hear the Word of God preached and share at the 
Lord’s Table together. 


